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To the Jle111bere of the Oapitol Comml••ton and 
to the Coodhue Aseooiatee: 

'l'lae eoena.r1o whioh I herewith aubllit tor .the 
sy11iboliP of the Capitol deoorat ion 1.• &a nee.:rly 00111ple te a.a my information bt :re.apeot to the building permits, It 
18 planned aa a logioal whole a.lid earriea out in detuil the main llnea of the ideas latd down by Jlr. Goodhue ln the orig-1:nal design of the building. 

the prinoiple features ba:ve already besn submitted to the Oommlaeion and have oesn a.ppro.-ed. llany ot them are either exeGlilled or under way at the present aoment. There 
are d:there (such as the Memorial to Mr. Goodhue himself) that lia.ve been considered but not as yet definitely paeaed upon. Still others call for modi:f'ioat1o.ns o.t earlier plane while 1n one oase (the Me111orial Chuber) nothing haa heretofore been offered, In presenting this report t beg, therefore, to eall attention to those matters whioh ue new or 1110dify pre­viou-11 a.otion. 

r1rat, 1n the matter of inaortptlona. All of the 1nsor1pt1ona here ottered have beflll formally p.pproved ex­cept 1ng in three inataneea. Theae ares 

( l) The puMge from Washington's Farewi,11 Ad.dress proposed for the mantel 1n the Senate Lounge. 'l'hi1 was or1g111ally 
proposed for the Go•ernor•s roa. but t.he etate motto has bean used there infiltead, Mr. Pbillip says that it can 
rea.di ly be uaed as here •uggested. 

(a) The eight engaged figures about the base of the Toll'!er, for wh ioh aubjects are here offered, are ao00111panied by in­sori ptions. It is my belief that these will aid the symbol­iam of the 1magea aa a group, Mr. Lawrie has expressed ap­proval, 



Office of the Captiol Commission 
Nebraska Capitol Collections

RG01 S01 B01 F13 
H B Alexander

2 of 38

Page a. July a, 1938, 

(3) The reliete, with aooompanytng 1naor1pt1ons, proposed for 
the foyer, to replace the niohe1 of the o:r1g1nal design, will 
in my opinion greatly aid both the :rlohness and the olarity of 
the 1ymbolism of this hall, These are new, and have not been 
o.r,oro•ed nor 1ve: viously aubmi tted, 

Seoond, the suggestion that atone seats be placed 
in the Foyer between ea.oh pair of lateral n1ohea 1e also a 
new suggestion. 

Third, the auggeation that the Goodhue Jlemorial 
be placed on the splay of one of the tower shafts in the 
Rotunda is a modi:Uon.tion of a pre•iou111 auggeation by Mr. 
Lawrie. It may call for apeo1al treatment of the stone, in 
preparation tor a relief tablet, 

rourth, the eugge•t ion tor b Floor, v,att bule to 
Rotunda,, ia 1n pa.rt new, l talked th1a over with Mr, Ph.1111:p 
and he regarded the aoheme very favorably. u11a Ue1ere 
st,ould be oomrn1Go1oned to prepare the oa.rtoons, a.a it :le 
thie idea whioh I have worked out in oonaultation with her 
a,e well aa •1th tho arohiteots, 

Fifth, the aeheme for the painted decora.tion of the 
Library oeil1ng seema to me l111portai.nt ~ not only beoauee of 
th.e public natura of the room, but al.so because 1 t "ill admir­
ably 00111plete the symboli111 of the i?iterior, 

Sixth, a matter of great iaportanoe ie an early con• 
tr:aot for the fir:ure of 1 The Sower• at the summit or the Dome. 
llr. Lawrie eta.tee th at 1t wUl require a year to .aodel and 
anotl:llr to oaet this image, and that it 111Ult be hoisted 1n 
pla.oe while the Tower ii still in skellton, Thia bia.i:i;e 1s 
a very important element in the deooratlon of tha Capitol, 
and it should receive attention, 

Seventh• the original 4ea1gn oall• tor a series of 
twenty-tour enga~ed figures, with symbol•• sbove. the window 
Piere, on the .exterior of the Tower, I have arranged aub• 
jeots auit11.ble for theae aooording to t.he or1~1nal idea, that 
tt,ey should typity the indtlatrhi.l life of the atah. Ho11ever, 
it 18 lllY own opinion that the building would miin by the 
omise1on of these figures and the aubati tution of a :p\:J.l'ely 
arohtteotu:tal termination tor the piera. 

Eighth, as •h,ted above, the aohe«1e for the Memorial 
Chamber and the Turrets is ent1r~ly new, I l!llll not aware that 
the treatment of tJ,ie unit has previously been ooneidered, 
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Reepeotfully IUb~i;J~ • ~ 

Hrm~-




