THE EVERYDAY JUSTICE GUIDE

KNOow THE WORDS. KNOW THE
PROCESS. USE YOUR RIGHTS WISELY.

| @) START HERE: WHAT KIND OF CASE?

= [Civlk a person ar organization asks a courf to resolve a
dispute, often for maney or an order ta do or stop doing
something.

« Criminal: the govemment brings charges; the government
masst provequilt beyund & reasonable doutd, and the
accused does not have to prove innocence.

« Administrative: an agency makes or reviews a decizsion
under is governang nules; review and appeal routes vary.

@ s7a7E 0R FEDERAL?

State legislators make state laws: Comgress makes federal
laws. The I.5. Constitution is the supreme law. & valid
federal law can take precedence ower conflicting state
law, but a federal issue does not automatically mean a
case belomgs to federal cowrt.

State courts handle mast criminal cases and many
everyday disputes such as family, howsing contracts, and
injuries. Federal courts hear matters within fedaral
sutharity, including federal-law cases, bamkraptcy, and
cerfain disputes between peeple from different states.

@ corron worns, USED CORRECTLY

« Plaintiff = person or srganization bringing a
clvl case.
« Defendant = person or orgamzation swed in *

a civll case, or accused in a crimina casa.
= Complaint = document that starts a civil

e suait. .
= Answer = raspanse [o a civil complainl
= Motion = request for a judge 1 make a .
Fuiling.

. PRACTICAL MOVES THAT PROTECT YOU

Read the exact document and identify the court,
caza number, sender, deadline, and requested
action.

To not ignore service, notices, subpoenas, or court
dates.

Heep a dated fokder of filings, evidence, and
messages, recelpts, and notes.

W

D not sign an agreement you don’t undarstand;
ask whal it changes and what deadlines apgplies.

>

Use calm, factual Bnguage and avold threats or
social-media arguments
urider the case.

10)

Mever aszume & viral legal tip epplies in your case or
facts.

Jo

durisdiction = & couns mthority over The subject and
the peogle

@ 1iE EveRYDAY CIvIL PROCESS
Comiplaint —* service/notice
BREWEr OF response
+
information exchange/discovery
+
mations and hearings

soltisment ar trial
L

+
pessible appeal wr enfercement

Deadlines and local rules contral. Read every
notice and keep copies.

@ oot conruse

Being served is mot the same as being found guilty.

Evidemecs = information presemed o bk prove o
dizagren &facl.

Sattlemsal - agreemet resolving a civil dispute
without & trial

ABEWET = FEfnSe 19 @ high cour! 10 rediew & lower
GRS deciion ol & do-over sl

Pro sa = representing wurssll, rom Latin mesning Tor
el

A summans is aot 8 judgment.
A mertion is not sutomatically granted.

An appeal is nat a new trial.

“Legal” does not alweys mean “fair."amd “enfair” does not
automatically mean “illegal.”

@ WHERE TO GET REAL HELP

m

Court website: zearch for “Self-Help® or Representing
Yourself for the court handiing the case Court staff can
explain pracedures and fams, but generally cannat act
& 8 lawyer or el you what choice to make.

Civil legal aid: USAGov Legal Aid, Legal Ssrvices Corporation,
and LawHelp.org

for state-by-state referrals and information. Elgibility

warigs.

Criminad dedensa: i charged with a crime and unahle to afford

counsel, ask the court about appointed counsel or a pubhc
defender. Civil legal zid is & criminal public defender are not the

SaMme Service.

‘et

Y,
&

Local referrals: dizl 211 and ack whether leqal aud referrals ane
avmilable in your area. 21 is not & couwrt or public defender.

WHY DOES LEGAL
LANGUAGE SOUND OLD?

Amarican legal Englich was shaped by English
leggal history, inchuding Law Feroch after the
Marmian Conguest and Latin in historica legal
records. Terms such as “en banc.” “pro sa,”
and "haeabs corpus” reflect that history.

Knawing a word's origin does not mean you
hiave a rule applies to your case. Plain
language, canaful reading, and qualified balp
matler.

~

FREEDOM + LIBERTY ARE PRACTICAL

The Constitution neses e bessings of lberty, and the Bill of Bshis
pretects ireedoems while s=tting rules for government power snd Tair legal
precess

Liserty Is not just & dogen: i k= stresgthened when people understand
notices, deadines, evidence, courts, and lewhul ways tn sk for review or
help.

Know your rights. Respect other people’s rights. Use
lawful process.

LEGAL DISCLAIMER

rgeneral education ondy. This poster is not legad advice, does not craate
an attormey-client relationship, and cannot replace a qualified lawyer or
official court instructions. Laws, deadlines, procedures, and efigibility vary
by state, court, and facts. Verify information with the court handling your
case or a licensed attorney. f you have been charped with a crime or face
an immediate deadline, seek gquakfied help prompily.




